OXYGEN ON THE EVEREST FLIGHT
30,000 feet mark was passed, to ensure the observer getting his
fair ration of oxygen undiluted by what in those levels passes
for an atmosphere.
A minor complication in the oxygen mask was that it had
to be fitted to overlap the flap of the electrically-heated goggles.
Consequently there was a layer of the fur trimming belonging
to these goggles interposed between the edge of the oxygen
mask and the nose and cheek-bones of the user. This was to
prevent oxygen coming inside the goggles and clouding them
with mist.
The entire arrangement was distinctly cumbersome, and a
sad hindrance to both pilot and observer. The pilots found the
masks much in the way because it obscured their view down-
wards, and the observers were still more hampered from its
preventing them getting the eye close up to the finders of the
camera, or other instalment which they might be using.
Finally, to surmount this trouble the oblique cameras had to be
provided with special extemporised sights on the side. Fort-
tunately, as we have seen, Messrs. Siebe Gorman have since
done much to improve the situation.
In the front end of each mask was mounted the microphone
for the intercommunication set, by which observer and pilot
could converse. The presence of this was a troublesome necessity
as it lengthened the already excessive projection of the mask
to the front. Yet again the switch of the microphone had to be
in such a position mat it was liable to knock against the camera,
and so switch itself on, to the intense indignation of die pilot,
whose ears were immediately filled with buzzings and cracklings.
Thanks to the skill and experience, both of the Royal Air-
craft Establishment and Siebe Gorman, the arrangement
worked satisfactorily and efficiently, but oxygen gear should
be redesigned before high-altitude flights of long duration,
involving real mental and physical work on the part, of the
personnel, can be regarded as an everyday proposition. Experi-
mental work is already being carried out to this end.
We foresee air survey being carried out at upwards of 30,000